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Government of India  

Ministry of Civil Aviation 

https://www.civilaviation.gov.in/ 

B Block, Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, 
New Delhi, Dated 30.12.2022 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM  

Subject: Review of COVID-19 guidelines for International flight operations / 
arrivals -reg. 

Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) vide even reference OM dated 23.12.2022 had 
issued guidelines on the 2% random RT-PCR testing at the airport for the arriving 
international passengers. The guidelines have been reviewed in consultation with 
the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) under communication reference 
No.Z.28015/182/2021-DMCell dated 29.12.2022. 

2. In the context of the evolving trajectory of Covid-19 cases in some countries 
especially China, Singapore, Hong Kong, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Japan 

and reports regarding circulation of variants of SARS-CoV-2 in these countries, it has 

been decided that the existing guidelines for international arrivals needs to be revised and 
updated. The revised guidelines are as under: 

a. A mandatory requirement for pre-departure RT-PCR testing (to be 
conducted within 72 hrs prior to undertaking the journey) is being 
introduced for passengers in all international flights from China, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Japan. 

b. Air-Suvidha portal self-declaration has been made operational for 

passengers travelling in all international flights from China, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Japan, with a provision to allow these 
international travellers arriving in India to upload negative RTPCR test reports as 
well as to submit self-declaration form on this portal. 

c. The existing practice of post-arrival random RT-PCT testing of 2% travellers 
(irrespective of port of departure) shall continue. 

d. The MoHFW extant Guidelines for International Arrivals dated 29.12.2012 to be 
followed for compliance by all concerned, are Annexed. 

3. The above decision would be effective from 01.01.2023 (10:00 Hrs 1ST) until further 
orders. This will be reviewed, if needed, as per the prevailing situation. 

3.1 In addition, the Airlines are directed to modify their check-in Lnctionalities to 
incorporate the above changes and issue boarding passes only to those international passengers 
travelling from aforementioned countries, who have submitted self -declaration form on the 
Air-Suvidha portal. 

4. This has the approval of the Competent Authority.  

 

(Mritunjaya Sharma)  

Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of India 
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To, 

Director General, DGCA - with the request to bring the contents of this OM to the 
knowledge of all concerned. 

Copy to: 

i. Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation 

ii. PS to HMCA, Civi l Aviat ion 

iii. OSD to HMoS, Civil Aviation 

iv. Secretary, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

v. Secretaries of Other Ministries/Departments of Government of India 

vi. DG, Bureau of Civil Aviation Security 

vii. Chairman, Airports Authority of India, Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, New Delhi 

viii. Chief Secretaries/Administrators of States/Union Territories 

ix. All Scheduled Commercial Airlines 

x. CEO of BIAL / CIAL / DIAL / HIAL / MIAL and other International Airports, to 

ensure compliance to this order 
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Dated the 29' December 2022 

Government of India 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

Guidelines for International Arrivals  

(in supersession of guidelines issued on the subject on 22nd December 2022) 

Introduction 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has issued 'Guidelines for International Arrivals' in context of 

COVID-19 pandemic and updated the same from time to time. The present guidelines are being 

revised in light of increasing trajectory of COVID-19 cases being noted in some countries across the 

world. 

Scope 

This document provides protocols to be complied by international travellers as well as points of entry 

(airports, seaports and land border) and shall be valid for all flights landing in India w.e.f. 1st January, 

2023 (10.00 Hrs 1ST) till further orders. 

A.1. Planning for Travel 

i. All travellers should preferably be fully vaccinated as per the approved primary schedule of 

vaccination against COVID-19 in their Country. 

ii. Additional requirements apply to passengers in all international flights from certain high 

risk countries*. Such travellers would be required to 

a. Submit complete and factual information in self-declaration form on the online Air Suvidha 

portal  (www.newdelhiairport.in) before the scheduled travel, including last 14 days' travel 

details. 

b. Upload negative COVID-19 RT-PCR report** on the Air Suvidha portal (The test should have 

been conducted within 72 hrs prior to undertaking the journey). 

c. Each passenger shall also submit a declaration with respect to authenticity of the report and 

will be liable for criminal prosecution, if found otherwise. 

d. They should also give an undertaking on the portal or otherwise to Ministry of Civil Aviation, 

Government of India, through concerned airlines before they are allowed to undertake the 

journey that they would abide by the decision of the appropriate government authority for 

any post arrival requirement including home/institutional quarantine/ self-health monitoring, 

as warranted. 

A.2. During Travel 

iii. In-flight announcement about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic including precautionary 

measures to be followed (preferable use of masks and following physical distancing) shall be made in 

flights/travel and at all points of entry. 

http://www.newdelhiairport.in/
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iv. Any passenger having symptoms of COVID-19 during travel shall be isolated as per standard 

protocol i.e. the said passenger should be wearing mask, isolated and segregated from other 

passengers in flight/travel and shifted to an isolation facility subsequently for follow up treatment. 

A.3. On arrival 

v. De-boarding should be done ensuring physical distancing. 

vi. Thermal screening should be done in respect of all the passengers by the health officials 

present at the point of entry. 

vii. The passengers found to be symptomatic during screening shall be immediately isolated, 

taken to a designated medical facility as per health protocol (as above). 

viii. The following protocol post arrival shall also be followed: 

a) A sub-section (2% of the total passengers** in all incoming internat:onaI flights) shall 

undergo random post arrival testing at the airport on arrival, irrespective of port of 

departure. 

b) Such travellers in each flight shall be identified by the concerned airlines (preferably 

from different countries). They will submit the samples and shall be allowed to leave 

the airport thereafter. 

c) If such travellers' samples are tested positive, their samples should be further sent for 

genomic testing at INSACOG laboratory network. 

d) They shall be treated/isolated as per laid down standard protocol. 

ix. All travellers should self-monitor their health post arrival also shall report to their nearest 

health facility or call National helpline number (1075)/ State Helpline Number in case they have any 

symptoms suggestive of COVID-19. 

* China, Singapore, Hong Kong, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Japan 

** Children under 12 years of age are exempted from both pre-departure and post-arrival random 

testing. However, if found symptomatic for COVID-19 on arrival or during the period of self-monitoring 

period, they shall undergo testing and treated as per laid down protocol. 


